29. FEER
Ting Qin Fu
Rhapsody on Listening to the Qin

EHETR - (FAGRH

Reconstructed and transcribed
by John Thompson from
KBS Taigu Yiyin, 1511



ITON

FEER

Ting Qin Fu
29. Rhapsody on Listening to the Qin *

(1) Tt is thought that this f poem was created by Bo Ya (said to have lived during 722 - 484). Bo Ya's surname was Yu
and his given name was Rui. He studied gin from Master Cheng Lian, achieving such marvelous skill that he became the
world's greatest (gin) master. On the way to take up duties in Changzhou (now in Jiangsu?) his boat stopped along a clear
riverway. With breezes fresh and the moon bright, he played on his qin a melody. It lyrics went as follows.
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Jiang mei chal dan3 ping2, chen2 she4 en2 ni2 ding3.
River | plum-(blossoms) stuck into a wide vase, heavy musk  bumns in a lion-shaped ding .
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Men4 kan gu ren shu, du zZuo you chuang Jjing.
Sadly reading ancient people's books, alone sitting by a gloomy window in quiet .
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Chuang xia fu3 yao qin, yi qu Qing Jiang Yin.
Below a window (someone) plays a precious qin, the melody is Clear River Prelude.
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dao duan zhi sheng , i xia cenl ci3 leng3 .
Playing until the breaking oft’ of the fingering sounds, fingers seem disjointed vy the cold.
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From K583 Taigu Yiyin (1511); tuning 12456 1 2
Lyrics not in ¥%{F554E Yuefu Shiji; between stanzas the

melody is accompanied by a narrative, included herein.
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 2

(2) The gin stopped. From the shore came the sound of footsteps approaching. Bo Ya (then) played another piece. The
lyrics were as follows (compare the Iyrics of stanzas 2 & 3 here with those of Sections 4 and 5 of the 1525 Jiang Yue Bai.):
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Ku xin lao li xi lao qi shen. wo  yan duo  yu xi sang  qi zhen

Bitter thoughts and weary toil weary the spirit ., More words , more speaking , destroy the | truth
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Ru can zuo | jian3  xi zi chan2 qi 3. Ru e2 pul |deng xi zi |yun3 qi | shen.
Like silkworms making cocoons, binding their own | bodies, | Like moths rushing | tothelamp, self-| destroying their own bodies .
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iu zhi Dao Xi bu zu yong, Mou zhi Jiao xi bu zu zunl.

The Contucian Way: it is not sufticient / |utilize it . Confucian teaching it is not sufficient / | venerate it .
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Bu ru gui qu xi, Si Shui binl.
They are not as good as returning tothe Si  Stream riverbank ./
(that goes | by Qu Fu in Shandong)
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TEE Ting Qin Fu, p. 3

(3) When the piece was finished the other man said, "Because by chance the breezes brought me clear beautiful sounds, I came to
listen." Bo Ya thereupon played one more piece and politely asked (the guest) what the piece was. The lyrics were as follows.
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Yang qi  he rong2  xi liu3 yao2 | jin, tao hua ban tu ying4 ri hong.
Yang essence has fused , willows twist gold, peach blossoms have half opened, the bright sun isred.
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Fang cao  qi4 qi xi pu Jin3 xiu, hua4 giao2 che ma xi  rem dong.
Fragrant grass is luxuriant, | spreading in elegant | colors, decorated bridges | with carts & horses serve west and eazt,
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Xi4 die2 Jiao fei xi fen giang wai,
Playful butterflies flit around , tiny outside the wall,
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you ren shuang wi xi hua lou dong.
wanderers in pairs dance to a decorated tower's east .
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 4 e iz

(4) The other man said, "That was [& A+2 Wind through the Pines." Startled, Bo Ya said, "(You are) certainly a person who
knows music." Honoring the man as a guest (Bo Ya) then took the man's hand to help him onto the boat and asked his name. (The
guest) said, "Zhong Ziqi." Bo Ya once again played a piece. The lyrics were as follows.
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Chu yao xianl xi shi liu chun, shou ba yin zheng Jiu ban xunl.
The Chu physique is delicate , with pomegranate-colored lips , hands grasp a silver zheng (zither) half-intoxicated with wine .
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Xian Jin ru3 yingl cai2 chu gu, zhu4 yi2 xiang2 yan yu gui yun.
As the strings are tightened young orioles fly out from the valley ; as/bridges are moved / soaring geese want to returnto | the sky .
(the zither's) (also for tuning)
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Wu in liu xiang yue, qi lin bai dong huang Jjin suo.
As the notes and modality conform to the music, unicorns filte | by forming a golden chain .
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He qu zhao lian bai ping2, shei Jia mu Jjuan3 zhu  lian 02.
In what place do they connect with white jade standmg screens , in whose household do they/ | rollup | pearl-made hanging | door |screens ?
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 5

%4. [cont.])
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Yi sheng ya, yi sheng | qing, xian he fei qi da tian ming.
One sound is elegant , one sound is clear, immortal cranes fly up and when reaching the sky call out
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Xiang chang?2 tui luo shan hu zhen, qi3 yan2 (ting2?) zhi sui liu li ping2.
From an ivory bed throw down a coral pillow , from asilk mat fling a broken porcelain vase .
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Yi sheng Jue, yi sheng lian, xiang  cheng u shan pu4 bu quan.
One  sound cuts off, one sound connects , both praise Lu mountain's cascading calico streams .
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Qiu  feng nuan  ru fu rong  |zhang4, ye yue liang  sheng dai4 mei yan2.
An autumn breeze comfortably penetrates a hibiscus curtain, an evenkng moon | socool reveals a tortoise - shell mat .
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 6

4, [cont.])

120] much slower
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Shi4  lai2 mod guai4  chen yin Jiu, i xiang  ren Jian geng nan you.

Just now it is not stramge / deep /thoughts | lastlong. | Such thoughts amongst the people are even | hdrder | to find.
thatthese | (rumbling?)
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Yin  dong zi zZuo duan ci qu, wan gu liu | chuan shang3  jun shou.
Diligently have I made the | brief words for this | song, forever transmitting appreciation for the /
1 gentle-man . o
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(5) When the piece was finished, Ziqi said, "#4#K Cranes piercing heaven'. The focus was on high mountains, lofty like Mount
Tai; and on flowing streams, swelling like rivers and streams.” Whatever was created on the gin, from the master it was marvelously
elegant and thoughtfully graceful. Whenever (Bo Ya) lowered his hands (to play), Zigi never failed to comprehend its beauty.

When Ziqi died, Bo Ya broke his strings (and played no more), thinking that the world (now) had no one who understood music.
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Qin sheng qing,
When qin sounds are clear, Itis like all the more breezes sending away the light dawn
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Zhu hu yan2  gian diao ru yan, ud  yang yin I zhuan  chu2 yingl.
In vermilion doorways , | infront of eves, play young Sparrows , in the shade of | green willows warble young SPAITOWS . o
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 7
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Qin sheng qi, lo hua Jfeng li du Juanl ti2.
When qin sounds are mysterious it is like falling flowers in a breeze as small cuckoos chirp .
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Qiao lou xiao qi shu sheng Jiao, yu di wan lai san nong chui.
Around the watchtower as day breaks many sounds contending ; a fisherman's flute/ | evening bringing | "Three Playings" / blown . O
inthe (of "Plum Blossom"}
J =
| o o o %&

@# ol

Ay TTTe
*3

=
JE

AY’ ¥ Qll

T T
I I
v z
X
297 B At = *h
’ A 1Y ! ? -
2 v, 7R ()
162
! — > 2 — | e |
& : ; C— . C < C s
i ru =y -+ \\ : MM
= 7 4 » + o8 ' & B/ e
Qin sheng you, shi li Iu hua ong yan zhou
When qin sounds are remote , it is like a ten li long reed catkin -  -and wild geese - filled island
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Shuai4 xil gual  kai huan  ju2 di, zhed gu ti2 pod bai2 pin2 zhou.
the clamor of crickets coming across the yellow-orange | earth, partridge calls breaking through a duckweed island . <
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 8

5. [cont.])
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Qin sheng ya, Jin3 zhang4 lo qinl mian2 xiud ta4.
When qin sounds are | elegant it is like brocade curtains and gauze bedclothes while sleeping in an mbroidered bed ,.
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Zhu2  can2 man3 Jjin dil tong2 hu2 > xiang zhuan4 | yan  suo Jiao4 bao ya. 9]
Candles burned partially overflow and drip down a copper pot , incense marked and | smoke trailing roasting a precious duck .
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Qin sheng bel, Jiang bian sa3 ti4 qi4 Xiang Fei.
When gin sounds are emotional it is like the riverside unretrained weeping of the' Xiang River cog:ubines s
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Dian hou Zhao  Jun ci2 Han zhu, zhang qian Han Xiang bie Yu Ji. d
behind the palace Zhao  Jun leaving her Han | lord, in front of the mat Xiang Yu parting from Yu A _—
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 9
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Qin sheng qie, tian kuo4 feng ting chu Ji4 xue.
When qin sounds are ardent , it is like everywhere the wind pauses as begins the clearing of Snow ,
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Gu he li4 po4  Chu tian yun, bei  yuan hao lo Guan  Shan yue. )
a solitary crane's cry splitting  Chu's cloudy skies, asadgibbon's | call descending from the Moon over Guan ¢ shan .
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Qin sheng Jiaol, yu ren hui meng chou wu liao2.
When gin sounds are delicate , it is like a lovely lady's recurring dream of melancholy without end .
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Nong zhu | kou chuang feng sa4 sa, cuil hua di qgie yu xiaol xiaol.
Knocking bamboo against a window the wind | resounds,  impelling flowers continuosly to drip from rain patterintg down . o
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Ting Qin Fu, p. 10

5. [cont.])
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Qin sheng xiong, hongl lei2 che4 dian4 hou3 kuang Jeng
When gin sounds are heroic, it is like the force of thunder and lightning with the roar of a mighty wind ,
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Ta4 sui yu long fei cai feng, dund kai jin suo zou Jiaol long.
Whipping up fragments | as jade dragons fly with colorful | phoenixes , suddenly opening | a golden lock and | thus departure of scaly | dragons .
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Qin sheng qin  sheng qing er mu, zhi shi zheng yin tian xia qu.
Qin sounds, gin sounds clear the ears and eyes regulate the world and organize the sounds of worldly ~ |melodies .
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Nan  jiang gian gu sheng xian xin, chuan xiang san chi ku tong mu.
It is difficult to take | thousand-year-old sage's hearts , and transmit that onto three feet |of dried  wutong (wood) .
o) N N < o N <& N o N i N o o
= < o , & & < ° e & e ’ a & S
Y T I f T T i T T T I T ya
fan | 1 I Il Il I ] | 1 I | |
I ! ] & i ] & I i i [~ |
D) gt & o o < o O ] bt L4 o ] [
£ Ly Ff YT ire \ pt+ kh Z+ £ @
B £ @ Z) G g =
Gz 9CET &, /2 2 o,
1525

10




=2 Ting Qin Fu, p. 11
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Xia zhi tan xu i, ren lai tin que4 nan.
When putting down the fingers to play, | one must be at ease . and yet people who come to listen find it hard .
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slow and free
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Ye jing yu qin san wu nong, qing feng dong  chu ye  guang han.
The evening is calm and the jade ¢in plays several melodies . a clear | wind moves along as the | evening is bright |and cool.
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Chu  fei zhi shi zhi yin ting, bu shi zhi yin bu  yu tan.
The only sort who would stop is a knowledgeable listener . if he had not been one who /music | I/nothave | played | {for him).
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