i imAN i
Hujia Shibapai

- 18 Songs of a Nomad Flute
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Yellow Bell Mode 4% 1356123 From §f4&G 522 Lugi insheng (1597), this is the
earliest surviving melody set to the lyrics attributed
1, bere notated C, should be sung as A or B flat ~ to Z5#¢ Cai Yan, daughter of 255 Cai Yong.

Compare transcription by +38 Wang Di The lyrics are a first person verse narration of her
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from 2558 Qin Shi (1611), as printed in abduction by Central Asian nomads ca. 193 CE,
AafE] 5 (3R |l Songs from Ancient China marriage to a Xiongnu prince, and return to China
(Beijing, 1990), which makes 1 = f# after being ransomed by Cao Cao in 206
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Wo  sheng zhi chu  shang wu wei, wo  sheng zhi hou Han zuo shuai.
Atmy life's beginning / still in equilibrium; inmy life's later /  the Han/ blessings | withered.
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Tian bu ren  xi Jiang luan li; di bu ren  xi shi  wo feng ci shi.
Heaven without | mercy sent down  confusion / separation;| earth without | mercy caused meto comeinto/ atthis | time.
and (the world)
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Gpn e ri xun xi  dao lu wei; min  zu liu wang  xi gong ai bei.
Weapons were daily sought, roads were | dangerous; | people and soldiers | fell into  neglect, together wailing and | grieving.
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Yan  chen bi ye  xi hu  yong sheng; zhi  zhang | guai xi yi Jie kut.
Haze and dust hid a wilderness / nomad soldiers |thrived, / will power was perverted, / integrity hence | failed.
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Rong  jie bi wo xi wej shi Jia. Jiang wo  xing xi xiang tian ya.
The nomads compelled me to marry /s and caused meto travel to the end of the|world.
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Yun  shan wan  chong i gui lu xia; Ji eng gian li xi Jeng yang | sha.
Clouds and mountains | / endless layers / retum roadis |distant;  /ill winds {for 1,000 miles / winds scatter |the sand
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Inthe second verse Istretch /strings |/ strings want to break; will repressqd, heart broken, tojmyself in grief| Isigh.
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Yue Han  guo xi ru hu cheng; wang  jla shi shen  xi bu ru wu | sheng.
Passing beyond Han country T enter anomad |village; losing home /losing | the self is worse | than being dead.
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Zhan qiu wei |shang xi gu  rou zhen | jing; Jie shan wei | wei  xi wang guo wo qing.
Coarse garments for |clothing, meat /  shockiing ; rotten meat considered| flavorful: / damage my psyche.
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Tian zai  guo luan xi ren wu zhu; wel  wo bo ming xi mei rong | yong.
Heaven | in calamity, /| in confusion, people have no| base; and / my | meager fate todie/ nomad|warriors.
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Strange customs, hearts foreign, my body |/ hard  to adjust; habits are different: who can putitinto | words?
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Yan fei gao xi miao nan xun; kong  duan chang  xi si yin yin.
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Shi liu pai xi si  mang mang; wo  yu ri xi ge yi fang.
Inthe 16th verse /thoughts  are limitless; I and / sons are eachina/ place.
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Ri dong | yue xi xi cong xiang wang; bu de xiang  sui Xi kgr—;g duan | chang.
/sun  /east {/moon /west from opposite / | look/; / cannot follow/ closely -- great misery.
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Dui xuan cao xi you bu wang; tan ming gin xi ging he shang !
Forthese  daytlillies Tcannot  forget sorrow; when playing the qin how my feclings  arg in distress!
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Jin bie zi xi gui gu xiang; Jiu . yuan ing xi xin  yuan chang.
Now leaving |mysons and returing  to the old| homeland, | old  laments |diminish (but) new laments |increase.
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Qi xue |yang to xi sy cang | cang; hu wei | sheng wo  xi du li ci yang.
Weeping blood |Iraise my head and curse hepven; nomads gave life butonly  to suffer this misfortune.
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Shi qi pai xi xin bi suan; guan shan zu ge xi xing u nan.
Inthe 17th verse my heart and nose| are bitter; | the mountain passes | are a barrier, making travel |difficult.
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Qu shi | huai tu xi xin Wi xu; lai shi bie er xi si man man.
/ goaway ]missed my homeland| myheart  was out ofljoint; returning, as I leave my sons, I feel uncontrollable /
When I had to grief.
EST I T I yam | T i T 1 -
p v —Is J_lﬁ_zlc ! &  ——
__gﬁd I 1 Pz i (7] (8]

S - | f
yx Bh 3 R A e AN I = -t
yj\;}s @1%7"%@?12”’56 w & XA T EFE S

A Y
h > —_— &2 J
/ 5’& (2.3
8
A }9 ]& }'ﬁﬁn' 17} > 7z O 7 I ; i 1
b——— —— = — = EE===
:)V ! | : ‘ ! I — i r =
—Er Py N N favrong N -
E L E OB 5 | & W ¥ | w5 B8 8% | 7K &|K
Sai  shang| huang hao  xi zhi  ku  ye gan; sha chang | bai bu  xi dac  hen jian | ban;
The frontier's| yellow sagebrush, the|{dead branches /dry[leaves; thesandy desert, |with white bones, knife scars / arrow| scars
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Jeng  shuang lin lin  xi chun xia han; ren  ma Ji hui xi Jjin li dan.
wind  /frost are chilling, spring  /summer | are cold; | people /horses /hungry /tired /muscular strength | insufficient.
and and and are and tHeir
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Qi zhi  chong | de xi ru  Chang | An? Tan xi yu  jue xi lei lan gan.
How/ | know /again | getto enter  Chang'An? Sighing, about to break; tears roll down myf face.
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H; Jia ben shi chu hu zhong; yuan gin fan chu yin lyu tong.
The nomad| pipe basically is coming from/ nomads; comparedto the gin | it draws out melodic patterns | /similar.
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Shi ba pai  xi qu sui zhong; xiang you yu Xi si wu giong.
/18th verse the|melody, althoughit| ends, resonates still further, thoughts haveno | end.
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