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Eight Songs for Western Keyboard

Lyrics by FI|358 Matteo Ricci

With character by character interpretion. Fluent translation at
http://www.silkgin.com/0 1 mywk/themes/programs/mrxiqinquyi.htm .
Music adapted by John Thompson,

55 Shang mode

based largely on the melody
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(6 = A =415 - 440 or more Hz)

1. My promises are above Z[FH7E | > —&

(BHF$72: Boya Xinfa (1609)

(See 1609 Sec. 1) sigw and fre <
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Shei shi ren lei zhi qing ye?
Who canknow man -  kind 's circumstances ?
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Ren ye zhe, nai an shu er.
People - types (are) just the opposite of trees, that's all.
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Shu zhi  gen ben zai di, er cong tu shou yang,
Atree s roots arein the earth, ) from the earth it receives nourishment .
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qi gan zhi xiang tian er song.
Its trunk & branches towards  heaven just  respectfully incline .
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Ren  zhi gen  ben xiang  hu  tian, er zi tian  cheng yu,
People s roots incline towards heaven, thus  from heaven receive nurture .
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qi gan zhi chui xia .
their trunks & branches extend downwards .
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1. (cont.)
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Jun zi zhi zhi, zhi Shang Di zhe
Civilized people 's knowledge is knowing what ~ Above Supreme Ruler does (know) .
(1e. God)
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jun zi zhi xue, xue Shang Di zhe,
Civilized people 's learning  is what can be learned of God's learning .
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yin vi ze hui zhong ye.
thus one uses this in selecting how  to instruct the people .
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Shang Di zhi xin , wei duo lian xu cang sheng ,
God 's heart only has great  sympathy for the common people .
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shao xu pi li shang ren,
very seldom (lets) rumbling thunder harm people .
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dang shi ri  yue zhao , er zhao w si fang yil
Since (God) causes the sun and moon to shine down, so it shines not  inprivate places, ah!
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Chang shi  yu  xue Jiang, er Jiang w si tian xi!
rain and snow  to fall | but it falls not onprivate fields, ah!

(God) often causes
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2. A shepherd boy wandering in the hills ${E3# 1|

(See 1609 Sec. 2, part 1)
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slower but more rhythmic A — A \ |
A i 5 ' — S — W
o I ] —* o — Nt — i
D} r r = f
H 2 A -2 Al J—Eﬁ Ilt 1L
Mu tong hu  you you , Ji yan ci shan,
A shepherd boy suddenly had sadness, and so hated this here hill ,
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er yuan wang shan zhi ru mei ,
but  inthe distance seeing that there hill s seeming beauty ,
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ke xue you you .
(thought it) could relieve his sorrow , ah .
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Zhi bi shan, in bi shan,  jin bu Fuo yuan  yi.
He went to that  hill, (but ) drawing near that ~ hill, from near it was not like it seemedfrom afar
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Mu tong, mu tong , i Ju zhe ning yi Ji hu?
Shepherd  boy, shepherd boy, change living place  /possible changing oneself eh?
makes
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Ru ke wang er neng i Jji hu ?
You in this way leave  andthus ableto leave behind yourself eh ?
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You le you xin meng ,
Sorrow (and)  joy from the heart sprout up ,
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2. (cont.)
m (See 1609 Sec. 2, part 2)
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xin ping sui chu le, xin huan  sui chu  you,
Heart peaceful  then anywhere happy, heart troubled then anywhere sad.
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wei ai ru mu, . ren su chi zhi,
A speck of  dust entets the eye  (and) aperson  quickly isannoyed by it,
! slow by about half and free a tempo
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er er kuan yu huan xin zhi zhui hu ?
but you aretolerant witha piercing the heart 's sharp awl , eh?
£ - = - - —_——e |
D i 7, i f ] — e — A — e, J—— - ——
D) i r 1 T
2 A a =) A Kk B # R e
Yi wai zZun Ji, gu bu Ji zi de Vi.
Having /outside / yearning for /yourself, certainly /not cometo / you /attain, ah .
looked when things for you will (what)  (want to)
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Xi  bu  zhi ben xin, er yong an u gu shan ye ?
Why not control yourown heart, thus °/ peace on &our) original  hill, eh?
have
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Gu in lun Jie zhi i er: you wai wu yi,
Old and new writings ‘all point out onething, ah: traveling away hasno advantage,
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Ju nei you li yil
living within has the profit , ah!
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3. The proper way to calculate longevity EZ+Z(& > =
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Shan  zhi Ji  shou xiu han  Bu tu shu nian yue  duo gua,
Well know calculating longevity ornot? Not merely count years & months more & less
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wei i de  xing zhi Ji; sheng liang Jji  zhi chang  ye.
instead use virtuous action 's accumulation (as the) best measure itsown 's  length .
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Bu xiao bai Ji,
Not (having ) even 100 years
rit. ~ freely ~
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zhi Ji xian zhe yi ri zhi chang zai !
grasped by worthy ones (is) each day 's length, ah !
slow and free
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There are productive ones, their bodies although not long time spent in society ,
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er zu cheng qi mao yi
but it is sufficient to equal / 60-s (or) 70s, ah,
(those living into their)
(See 1609 Sec. 4) somewhat faster and more rhythmic
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Shang Di Jia wo i ri,
(If) Above Supreme Ruler adds for me one (extra) day,
(1e. God)
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(3. cont)
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Vi wo gai gian ri zhi fei,
(it1s) so I can change yester - day 's errors ,
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er Jjin yu de yu zhi bu .
and thus go forward into a virtuous domain one (more) step .
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She ling wo kong fei cun chi zhi bao ,
If itcauses me  emptily to waste a small amout of precious (time) .
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m236 iy sui zhi i, ji Ji zhi Jiu,
and thus the years ' accumulation ,  1s an accumulation itself of the faults .
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Fu cheng Sfu Shang Zhu zhi ci zhi yi.
Now this  certainly goes against Above Lord 's compassionate  purpose  ah.
(1e., God)
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Wu  hu! Kong  zai Jfu dao shou . Shou bu ke de zhi,
A - las! Ifear again (and) again praying fora long life . Longlife isnot: can  take it,
—
J | | 2 @ P o
 —— . = 2 2 o g |
:)v I | — — I ! ! I
I # 15 o
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(that) is not my / good fortune , ah .
(1.e. our)
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4. The valiant art of virtue &7 EB15, [
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(See 1609 Sec. 5, part 1, part 2 is in Song 2) ~
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Qin se zhi yin sui ya,
Qin-zither  and se-zither 's sound although elegant
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zhi neng ying guang yu,
only can fill a grand hall ,
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he you peng, jing gqi  qiang bi zhi  wai, er le Ji lin ren.

harmonize  friends, extenduntil wall - wall 's outside, thus pleasure extends to neighboringpeople .

(See 1609 Sec. 6)
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Bu ru de xing zhi sheng zhi  yang yang ,
(This is) notequal to  virtuous action 's sound 's  vast - vast ,
(1e., grandeur)
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qi Vi si hai wei Jjie hu ?

which use four seas as boundary , eh?
(1.e., the whole world)
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Huan yu mo zai, ze you tong tian zhi Jiu chong .
Whole - world cannot contain (it), so (it)even penetrates heaven s nine layers .
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Fu ri yue xing chen zhi shang,
Floating / sun - moon - stars celestial bodies ' above ,

(above)
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(4. cont)
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yue tian shen er zhi
pleasing heavenly spirits and gains
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Tian  Zhu  zhi chong / hu !
the Heavenly Lord 's esteem , ah |
(ie. God)
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Yong zai, da de zhi cheng,
Valiant , oh, great virtue 's being achieved ,
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neng gong cang tian  zhi Jin gang shi cheng,
itcan influence  the azure heaven 's gold - hard - rock city,
( 1e. diamond )
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er xi Zhi Wei zhi nu Vi
and thus appease the Most Majestic 's wrath , ah .
(1e. God)
(interlude) o o o o o o
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Qiao zai, de zhi da cheng, you wen yu tian,
Artful , ah ! virtue 'S great achievement, having been heard in heaven,
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neng gan wu xing zhi shen ming yi!
itcan  move without -  form 's spiritually bright ones, ah !
(1.e. the formless ) (i.e. heavenly hosts )



Eight Songs for Western Keyboard, p. 9

5. Regret old age without virtue [FZE  H &
g7 | (See 1609 Sec. 7,
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Yu chun nian Jian tui, you wang wu fu.

My spring - years gradually  have receded :there is going forward (but) no repeating .
(i.e., youth)
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Cu lao an " gqin, mo wo nu ye.
Approaching old age as darkness invades, noone withme shares feelings ah .

:é: half speed from 1609
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He wei hu ze di er ying guang xia,
Howto doit, eh: narrow  land but / glorious grand mansion .

have a
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yi you shu zhi ri, tu wu shu  zhi mou you ?

/use having a/number of days, plan no/ number of schemes, hah ?
(Or) countable limit to the

rit. slow and free, but end half speed
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Xing  huo Jin ri  yi ¥i, Ji qi  yong zhi wu shi .
Enjoy having this day by day, and so eagerly use them  without fail.

-n ariant of 1609 Sec. 7
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Xu !l Wu xu ming ¥i, ming ri nan bao ;
Alas ! (One can) not depend on tomorrow , tomorrow is hard to guarantee ;
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lai ¥i zhi wang zhi qi yu hu ?
Future day 's hopes , (they) just  cheat the foolish, right ?
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(5. cont)
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Yu zhe qing ri li yu  jiang si qi
Foolish ones throughout the day  stand by the river bank , waiting for it to dry up,
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er  jiang shui i Ji liu yu hai zhong Jjie ye.
But river waters tirelessly flow  tothe sea, ending not in exhaustion, yeah .
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Nian  ye zhe, Ju you you i, mo guai qi Ji fei ye.
Years ah hah:  theyall have light wings, donot  wonder attheir bpeedy flight, ah
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Wu bu guai nian zhi Ji fei ye.
I donot wonderat  theyears ' speedy flight ah.
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Er wei hui wu zhi xie Jjin.
Just only regret my own procrastination .
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Yi Su! Lao Jiang zhen
A - las ! /old age reaches its extreme
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then virtues no longer  can be perfected , ah .
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6. Spiritual equilibrium figrpEE » ;5E=
(See 1609 Sec. 8) slower but steadily
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Xiong zhong  you bei zhe , chang  heng hu Jing yin,
Breast -within - having- completeness people, are often atease  with quiet solitude .
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bu Vi rong zi yang yang,  bu yi  gqiong zi yi yi yi.
not  using prosperity /self flattery , not using poverty /self limitation, ah.
for for
269
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Rong shi ze han  ju, er qiong Ji you suo wang
Prosperous times result inhaving fears, while poverty circumstances have  their hopes,
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nai  zhi shi  zhi  shi wu chang ye | An xin shou ming zhe gai ming wei Vi ye.
So / know / world 'scondition /no constancy, ah! Calm-heart-endure-fate people change / fate for virtue , ah .
we that the has can their
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Hai yue wei wei, shu yu hai jiao, meng feng gu zhi bo lang fa zhi, bu dong ye.
/seacliffs so lofty, trees by sea headlandsfierce winds batter them waveshop at them, /not move ,ah.
As for but they do
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Yi  yu wo  fu geng dang yang, wu Jjing nei zhu,
/ different from my floatingon alog invastwaves, havingno  really inner balance ,
How
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di wai zhi piao liu, shi cong er.
and so in the external 's drifting currents , spend the time following along, that'sall.
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(6. cont)
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Zao wu  zhe zao wo hu yu nei wei wan wu zun,
The Create-things-one created me in the world -, all of creatures the most honorable ,
(i.e., The Creator) (in)
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er wo qu Ji yu lin zong, wei qi pu ye.
but I submit myself tothe great collection of all, becoming its  servant, ah .
(See 1609 Sec. 9)
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Can xi  can xi shu you bao de yong  zhi zhe ,
Misery, ah! Misery, ah! Who  ofthe embrace-virtue's-strength-and-knowledge  people ,
) freely
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neng bu  dai  wu qi Ji, er Ji xian qi zhi,
can  avoid dependence / things , forgetting themselves , and themselves  first forgotten this ,
on (i.e., having now forgotten about themselves,)
n somewhat faster
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l’lrh ? } I' 17 I i} I - ﬁ I' - } i’*jj__dl_L Al I }
:\)’ I 1 ! |4 | ’V | } 'V | A d'
5 7 A H i 2
s ba yu qi shang hu ?
then promote others to their top, eh?
(i.e., above themselves)
rit.
: )
£ s |
W- I i & | | | I I I N1 1 o I I 1 1
] r ! e e ™ G S v o ’
H: & 7N B N x &5 H &
Yue : wu chi shen qie lai, chi shen  gie qu,
Say : My naked  body not only comes thenaked body  also goes,
slow and free
l’f(]:\ 3 .?' ,IL i 1 ‘—{  — I i — I & I i i i % ‘ﬂ
AN3YJ -0 = A 1 d | l 1 I J_____‘;__‘—J> I 1 e
D) L4 - ~— © P=
M R T ﬁz 5 2 1& J@ R (/< ]z #* o ER
wei de xun wo shen zhi  hou ta wu  shei ke zhi gong yu!
/only virtue /buried/ my body 'sremnants, yeah other things who  could /them /together hey!

Itis that can be with with be
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7. Shouldering two sacks [SE&%% » &
freely (See 1609 Sec. 10)

— e | , , .
e ] i ' | — A ] — 1
H——f—— [ __* = — —————
e r i B s
* AN W oo ot #® O Y o2 H 5 P2
Fu ren  ye, shi Ji e nan hu ? Si i ye yi hu ?
(For) whatever person , ah , understanding oneself : difficult isn'tit? Deceiving oneself : easy, isn'tit?

i } T i J T -,  —— = K f ] ;

= = =ss s =

) r ! - -

E A F: JL A =] =} L %>
Xi you yan: Jan ren | jian Sfu shuang nang,
Formerly there was a saying : whenever ~ people on their shoulders carry a pair of sacks ,
rdl \ ! Il o o/_; A |
A —F— i —— * | ] D —
L fy & OB A kLB E B C E %wo
yi  xiong nang nang ren fei, yi bei nang nang ji te xi.
(they) use the chest's sack to carry other's  faults use the back's  sack to carry their own evils , ah .
46 Iy Ty _

)4 T I / [ 7 ] I T I 1 ] ————— I ]
7 I I I . & 1 | 1 1§ I |
= ———————————

z ’ N .
H” ¢ T ) = ;
Mu  fu xia yi  jian  ta e;
With eyes bowed down it1s easy to see other's wickedness ;
~
Vi . 1N f T pr—— T ]
i .4 I D] I ¥ I I ] M— L I |
[ a0 | & 2 1 ] & | I I | |
7 r L4 ! - E— i - = e~ '
\—/
[a] ER ] 3 %>
hui shou , gu hou nang,
(but having to) turn the head to look at the back's sack ,
| |

i T i i T > F__'ﬁ_,O—J
& === =S === ;
o T T T T l

i} % H i 5 & g e
er Jue zi chou zhe xi xi .
they thus think  their own shameful acts are insignificant , ah .
rit.

i ! l T t | T £ > = > T T ]
s s » 7 o z i r r - ] T i L {
’g S — ]I I bt I I } [ amm— 1 ! I © I ¢ ] J

g o= 5 B OE ® 2 % @ B OH @
Guan ta  duan nai  long  jing, shi Ji shi Ji gu  mu xi.
Look at another's shortcomings, so use dragon's eyes, see one's own flaws, so have blind eyes, ah.

13
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7. cont)
363 _
s I | | n
y 7 e e e — | ——
3 - . 1 — I . I - - L —=¢

H i R N

Mo ni shi i ri lan ci hui ren

Parmenides one day / excessively lashing out to revile peoplé.
(5th c. BCE Greek philosopher) was (or: a person)
37 T
I S U ———
e e === ===
o T L m— 1 T
& H: g B m % ¥ moR K & K
Huo  yue: Ru du wu  jiu hit ? Yi si mei wu chai  yu?
Someone said: You alone are without defect , ¢h ? Or thinking of muffling me & others, huh ?
32 T ! Y — | gh | l —1 1 e T |
G— . % e ===t
o v T - & b bt v o @ o
. z N >
H: B &? #® X # % MW 4 & HHBH F 5
Yue : you zai 7 Huo you zhong xi, wei  jin wu qie zi  you xi !
(And) said : There, 1s it? Perhaps / also important , ah , only now I also myself forgive, ah!
itis
~
- 1N " prem— — T — i — t — — ©
s === —Sce=——
) < ~ L4 < O [ 1 l —_— S
o OEIF oW "o WM R EDI NE F L2
Jue jue! Dai ji ru shi kuan ye, cheng an yi! Ru you ji, ren ze he  you zhi ?

Alas! AlasTreating oneself thus so leniently, ah, certainly / ah! /youforgive/, others thus why not forgive you ?
is short-sighted, If yourself

o —_— — ———— = |
& z ; —— o = | — | — = —
Ny \ ¢ S £
&l E & p/. N N S I A 5 R °
Yu zhi nyue fa, ren i vi ci sheng  wo i
) I determine harsh rules , others  also use these torestrain me, ah .
]\’l‘ﬂ%jﬁ' becomes slow — ~
Y . K ] T — i ! — T f f )
V. 1 ] [ F | e I | | [ | | | | P I | |
f £an Y AI é ] ] I | 1 map— 1 1 | I I ] } } I (7] { I T é [7] I
\!J)/ 9" } [ ! | [ 1 I—_'_J [_;__J 1 !
JLEA S ®m e & & A VLR Ho
Shi gua wu guo zhe, guo zhe  xian nai  xian er.
Society rarely has no transgressors , transgressors clever as / goodself, ah .
your
393 11
8 ”
1 T T I - I >y 71N
 £anY | | o1 1 | 1] | I i Ia { © I l'- P lﬂ I IP 1 I
AN37 | | r I 1 | [ | I 1 | I 1 1 | Vi [ | | [ Il |
e T y 1 o T - 1 T r— T
£ AN m & AR - L T B N A A N T A
Ru wang ren shu  ru da yong, er ke bu shu bixiao ci hu?
You expect others to forgive your big warts, / can avoid forgiving their small flaws, hey %

while (you)

14
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8. Death reaches everywhere SEApJ/UsEE » J\ &
m (See 1609 Sec. 11: harmonics) s
® S s e 2 o ¢ I PN —F ¢
v i — ] ] I ] ! e g — f I —]
& s i e e e e i —— : — —oo—
1)) = T T T
oy T OE W W& O W 8 4 N e
Ming hu! shi  zhi mang mang, liu nian su  zhe,  bi sheng ren  ye.
- las! /world 's  busy -busy, flowingyears quickly end, pressuringiving people , ah.
In the
n45 rit.
& B - B o— R am— T) ° R — —s g - ? T ST o T
e e R e et e e == =
B ™ e e T . ¢ g & & — T ¢ & o
o e N e — £
Am@m H % A S8 & &H 1t ALE B AEFE B R
Yue mian  ri  yi, yue yi yin  rong, chun hua hong run, mu bu ruo dan yi
/ moon's surface / changed ,/ changing / silver appearance ,/ spring flowers red & moist ,/ sunset / not resemble / dawn | ah !
(The) (by the sunis)  monthly (its) (while) at  do  how they looked at
(See 1609 Sec. 12) ~
e e e e e e e e e — e =
B —9 & o9 o5 e e e — E——— —o |
) et s =
= B T m  F A~ % B o o B = H e
Ruo sui cai, er cai  bu mian  fu zhou, fei jin  bin bai .
You  maywellbe talented, yetthe talent does not avoid skin  wrinkling, norprevent hair (going) white .
—— 4
‘ . f ] ] ] s 7 e — ]  — —
b——, . Se=—=s==c=——
) & pE—— —
= T B s &’ B\ F K w R R H o
Shuai  lao  ji i, xun zhao hu  xiong, ye lai  ming mu ye.
/ feeble old age is attained , quickly it beckons to the ominous, /night brings Hades to your eyes, ah.
(When) (and)
e e e - =
'g P —— — a— i e — e s e S I
Eom M oE A R X 5 OFf M OB & O F BB
Ding ming si da, bu  wei wang gong, bu xu  giong she pin fu  yu  xian,
m76 fixed - fate four / reaches , not fearingprincely palaces , not pitying  poor hovels,  poor & rich, foolish & worthy ,

(This) (directions, i.e., everywhere)
. repeat phrase a tempo
rit.

v ] —~
T 9 1
T I 1 I I 7 £ 7 I I I
I I —]

I
I 1 I ] I 1 ] I
— ' I

1
I ! f T —]
B B oW E - 2R = R O RE B FEFR OB S
gai chi  you dao, tu zhong zhi kan san  chi, hou wo yu wangzi tong mo xil
all / gallop (this) dark road , / earth - within 's hole three feet /, awaits mine and  kings' equal death, ah!
(without exception) (and the) (deep)
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N T

———

|
- I | I I
e = === ==
® I ' sk /k" :\_’/' ’ 4 & Iy o_o ¥ 4 j
far M 55 S5 M iz ) I R?
He  yong lao lao, er bi xia meng yan ?
(So of) what use (is) toiling (&) toilingso as to avold  summer's ferocious heat ?
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8 cont)
4.\‘,3 === =
J " e "

EX EE ) 2. m B % £ A ¥ OF2

Xi yong  dong  dong, er  fang qiu feng bu xiang hu ?

Why use goingon and on in order to prevent autumn winds' bad luck, eh?
TN N - -
o— 1 —— = i
mm.64 R H i & & = B E K # R e

&163 By i er xu ru chang bie qi nyu qin you .
(Within) not (many) daysthen mustbe your forever - departure / wife (and) daughters , relatives (and) friends .
(See 1609 Sec. 13) (from your)
- slow and free
=, M:F R B A SRS SIS ST S R %
0 i ] e — —— — — —— ——eo——
D) o - e_& - = e - .
% N
Mk = S = F & B BA >
Zong you shen shi, qing  jin ming lang ,
Evenif (you) have a remote dwelling,  (with)new gold bright (and) cheerful,

)’ A ¢ l‘l L I I | | L H
e e e e s o : i — = T — 5 |
S o PO e 41 — _‘1 —" v - —— 'Ll & ¢ © 1
o S s e Mo g i)

AN S i F:‘. LI AT B
wai ke huo Jiang Ju  zhi. Qi wiy suo ai ?
distant guests  may in future livein it. What  is there not that couldbe  loved?
more rhythmic Vo — |
7 n 1 P— f { jomi |-y o -I'- D j by
Y 1 I BT I [ 1 i A7) 1 e I [ .
A 7 E——— P — j — — l P ‘ s —~ 1
) i bt 1 ' ' ——
56 A 5] fr- 3F (/N A ik
Yuan  you bai shu Jei song Ji qiu .
(But your) garden yard's hundred trees, except for the pines and catalpas,
mojfifely f f T | > e ‘1' T = > > —T—
&—— P S — f——— —* i e e T — 7 m———1
o { ! 1 1 ! | | b I
= A 7 F £ e H ®W = W B
Jie bu xun zhu sang ye. Ri  jian ku, cui cai hui ,
all  donot survive the master's death , ah . Day after day (you) toil , gathering  money & grain .
~
Y 72N AN . 1N i T p— i) T T T )
& F— 0 —
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R O AN % % =z - &> ED B 5]

Ji Ju hou  ren le chi she i Jan, san xi!

/ many possessions later people / enjoy, wasting / extravagantly  all at once, / thus scattering / , ah !
(These) (will) (them) (and) (them)
o‘f\rgjﬁiﬁzd slow . ~ . . P
’ - I 4 < T i < > f T 23 na T
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( Can repeat lyrics of last line ) melody
ends



